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_ _ Fact Sheet: _
Biometric Passport Requirement for VWP Countries

Throughout 2004 and 2005, the Travel Industry Association of America (TIA) and the Travel
Business Roundtable (TBR) have worked closely with several travel industry companies and trade
associations to lobby for changes to the biometric passport requirement for Visa Waiver Program
countries. While the travel industry strongly supports the inclusion of biometric identifiers in travel
documents to enhance border security and facilitate travel, we have always argued for a realistic
timeline that avoids any major disruption of inbound travel from these crucial markets.

In 2004, Congress granted a one-year extension of this deadline (which then became October
26, 2005) following intense industry lobbying and a request from the Administration for an even
longer (two-year) extension. Earlier this year (2005) we continued to lobby for an extension of
the biometric passport deadline since several Visa Waiver Program countries that are major
inbound international travel markets to the United States were unlikely to meet this new
deadline.

Following extensive lobbying by the industry, and meetings between the Bush Administration and
Congress, agreement was reached on a plan that extended the biometric passport (also referred
to as an e-passport) deadline until October 26, 2006, while introducing a new interim security
requirement that VWP countries include securely embedded digital photos in their passports issued
after October 26, 2005.

This new, interim security requirement concerning digital photos is able to be met by 24 of the 27
VWP countries. Only Austria, France and Italy needed to make changes to meet this new rule. As
of mid-October 2005, federal officials report that Italy should be able to make the deadline and
include digital photos in their passports on or very shortly after the October 26, 2005 deadline.
France will reportedly skip pass this interim requirement and begin to issue biometric
(e-Passports) passports on December 1, 2005, while in Austria it will take an additional 8-9
months to incorporate digital photos in their passports.

The U.S. Department of State will conduct public affairs outreach efforts in Austria, France and
Italy to communicate to prospective visitors about this interim security requirement. TIA remains
confident this interim rule will have very little, if any, impact on inbound international travel to the
United States.
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For more information, contact Rick Webster — Vice President, Public Affairs at
S+ (202) 408-8422
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TIA and Industry partners have
been working with Congress on
a possible deadline extension
for the biometric passport
requirement for Visa Waiver
Program countries. Find the
latest news on this pressing
issue here!

Copyright © 2008 by the Travel Industry Association. All rights reserved.
1100 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 450, Washington, DC 20005-3934, 202.408.8422, Fax 202.408.1255

About TIA | View Member Links | TIA Community Site Map | Contact Us |

Privacy & Terms of Use | HOME

GetATravellob.com

1/5/2009 2:10 PM



Biometric Passport Requirements - TIA http://www . tia.org/govtaffairs/biometric_passportreq.html

the Interactive Agency ]lsdm o o . Content hianager Himbus
for the Travel Industry ‘IlE!f, Thiz site's strategy, development, marketing iz designed by S0 net nimpus
The Endorsed Interachive Supphier Partner for TIA Far more infermation on US0Okdnet contact consubing@usdrnnet wisit aur websita. a USDhtnet Prefemed Partner

Sralegy Corsulfing . Web Assessments 2 Productidby Aralysls . Technology & Web Development | Orline Branding . Fromefions . Marketing . Medla . eCusiomer Relallcnship & Retention

2 of 2 1/5/2009 2:10 PM



